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This Month’s Meeting
Phil, W1PJE, delivered the banquet address at
February’s HamSCI workshop at the New Jersey
Institute of Technology. He highlighted the contributions of Amateurs to breakthroughs in science and technology. He’ll reprise his talk for us
this month.
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The members bring their food and drinks and
often something to share. (It has never been laid
out as to what each person will bring and things
have always worked out very well.) If the Host
needs help or a specific item, like an extra grill or
grill tools, he just lets someone on the Board
know. People generally bring folding chairs and
the club can come up with some tables if needed.

Field Day Cometh

News and Happenings

Proposed 2018 Field Day budget:
$250 food
$30 fuel
$125 porta-john
$175 pins
$580 total
This is the same as the 2017 Field Day budget.
Requests for reimbursement for 2017 were well
below this budget, however the club should
budget to cover these anticipated expenses.
Since the proposed total exceeds the Board’s
discretion, an approval vote will be taken at the
June meeting.

Last Month’s Meeting

KD1SM photo

Skip, K1NKR, claimed to be telling us about the
Titanic disaster. Not so hidden in the talk was a
local travelogue and a lot of history about where
our licenses came from.

NVARC’s Summer Picnic
We are looking for a Host for the Club Cookout.
The following is all that is really required.
The Host gets to unilaterally set the date. He
or she provides the location and a grill. On a reimbursement basis, he provides some basic condiments in anticipation of whatever people bring
to cook.
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Technology Beateth Propagation
I just [24 May. Ed] worked S01WS in Western
Sahara (grid IL46) on 6 meters FT8 with 60W
and a 3 element beam. Lots of people worked
him and now he's just calling CQ. He has 3 stations running in parallel, showing up 3 places on
the waterfall right next to each other.
Six is truly the magic band—and even more so
now with FT8.
de, Dan KW2T

The President’s Corner
Jim AB1WQ has stepped up to coordinate our
Field Day effort. Thanks to Jim for taking on the
Field Day Coordinator task. I hope that everyone
will support Jim by contacting him proactively to
find out where he needs help. (Besides help on
individual items Jim could probably use an assistant.)
June being the last meeting before the summer
break, I hope everyone has a great summer and
look forward to seeing you all back in September.
Watch the reflector notices for activities that are
upcoming—like the NVARC Cookout.
In a previous column, I wrote about Tesla’s Virtual Power Plants (VPP) and backup power system (Powerpacks) for the South Australian power
grid. The goal of the large battery system
(Hornsdale Power Reserve 100MW/129MWh)
was to prevent blackouts by stabilizing the grid.
The function of these installations is called FCAS
(in Australia) for frequency control and ancillary
services. The system has been quite successful
because of its fast response time and lower cost
and is taking the place of gas generators or
steam turbines, providing 55% of the FCAS services in the past six months. This success has
resulted in several additional units being ordered
for different parts of Australia as well as one being considered for a wind power project. Another
unit is being built in Belgium. There is even talk
of Tesla building a 1GWh unit.
I don’t understand all the workings of the power
grid and the various costs in that market, but an
interesting note was that not only did the system
earn what may be millions of dollars when it
kicked in to support the grid, it was paid tens of
thousands of dollars to absorb power (and
charge) when the electricity was negatively
priced—somewhere between $66,000 and
$76,000. I suppose that is part of the “stability”
job, but getting paid to take energy off the grid
seems like “bonus” time.
There are several articles on the electrek website (https://www.electrek.co).
While this Australian activity seems far away,
Green Mountain Power (Vermont.
See
https://www.tesla.com/green-mountainpower.) is working with Tesla to install Powerpack batteries (the commercial size) and 2000
Powerwall (residential size) systems in Vermont.
The Powerwall systems will result in the residences having backup power without using generators. They will also be aggregated using Tesla software to stabilize the grid much like the Australian system does. One expected result is the
reduction of up to 10 Mw of peak load. An inter2

esting aspect is the program does not require a
home to have a solar power system. Without the
solar system the Powerwall will provide power to
the home for as long as the battery allows. With
a combined system the solar will charge the
Powerwall and the home will have power for a
longer period when the grid is down.
With all this other “battery” activity, I wonder
how Tesla is going to keep up the automobile
production! The battery of a Tesla model S is
between 75 and 100 KWh. Using a value of 85
KWh the above 129 MWh backup system consumed the battery capacity of over 1500 Tesla
cars. Hopefully the Megafactory has lots of spare
capacity.
In related activity, a number of major utilities
are stating they are closing coal fired peaking
plants and will no longer build new gas fired
peaking plants, instead switching to battery. This
was reported in Barron’s and other sources.
https://www.tesla.com/blog/next-step-inenergy-storage-aggregation
73, Stan KD1LE

Pepper Hill’s Flying Field Day
A blast from the past. A comment from Bruce,
K1BG
The Nashoba Valley Amateur Radio Club and
ARRL Field Day have always had a very close
relationship. Early club founders and members
had been going on field day together for several
years before the club came into existence. Pat
Taber, KC1TD, the original editor of the Signal,
was one of these people. He later moved to Acton and his interest in the club lapsed.
When I opened the May 1995 edition of QST, I
flipped through the pages and started reading an
article titled “Pepper Hill’s Flying Field Day.” It
was a fictional article about a club’s annual field
day activity, and I was finding it highly amusing
and entertaining. About half way through it, it
suddenly hit me: This was MY club. These people were PEOPLE I actually knew. I went back to
look at the author and it was none other than the
same Pat Taber, KC1TD.
The similarities of the story to what was actually happening at the time were too close. For instance, NVARC was (and is) based in Pepperell,
MA (“Pepper Hill’s” Flying Field Day). Our Saturday breakfast hangout back then was Pa’s Place
(“Pop’s” in the article). We operated field day in a
field owned by the Wilkins family, owners of the
Wilkins Farm Stand (“Farmer Watkins”). And so
on. People referenced in the article actually existed as well, even though Pat took a great deal



of liberty by fictionalizing and embellishing events
that may or may not have actually taken place. I
laugh every time I read it, and I hope you will enjoy it as well.
The ARRL kindly granted NVARC permission
to reprint the article. So without further ado, enjoy the PDDF file attached to this month’s newsletter.



Phil Erickson to speak in June - Stan to
check that Phil remembers.
Repeater maintenance. Building
should be painted. Batteries need to
be checked.
Respectfully submitted,
de John KK1X

Strays

Club Services

Thirty-somethings were asked to name three
historically significant woman of science and
technology. They came up with Siri and Alexa
but couldn’t come up with a third.

NVARC Property List.
We’re not a “property club” and we don’t even
own the repeater that we use, but there are some
things available. John, KK1X, is the Property
Master.

Treasurer’s Report
Income for May was $105 from membership
fees. Expenses were $20 for newsletter postage,
$59.75 for the outgoing QSL bureau, and $200
for the annual liability insurance premium, leaving
a net expense of $174.75 for the month.
Current balances:
General fund $3,041.34
Community fund $5,061.52

Welcome to new members Ray WA1CYB,
John KC1FTJ, and Andrew KA1GTT.
As of 7 June we have 49 members who are
current with their dues and 17 renewals outstanding. Thank you to those of you who hand in your
dues before I come to you. Please check your
renewal status on the roster circulated at the
monthly meeting or ask me.
de Ralph KD1SM

Board Meeting Notes
Board meeting 6/7/2018
Attending: Stan KD1LE, Jim N8VIM, John
KK1X, Jim AB1WQ, Ed N1YFK.




TreasureField Day discussions. Rob to

mow before casting off to Canada. Jim
AB1WQ once again shouldering the
Field Day Chair billet. Gary has confirmed a portalet delivery.
John KK1X, Bruce K1BG, and Skip
K1NKR will be Field Day station captains.
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Call

Name

Qty

Property Description

KD1LE

Stan Pozerski

3

5' Brown folding tables

KD1LE

Stan Pozerski

5

MFJ Code practice oscillator

KD1SM

Ralph Swick

1

Swingline M711 stapler

KD1SM

Ralph Swick

1

Club banner

KK1X

John Griswold

1

Badge laminator

KK1X

John Griswold

1

Badge punch

AB1WQ

Jim Wilbur

1

Kenwood TS-451 transceiver SN 6100025

AB1WQ

Jim Wilbur

1

Astron RS-35M power
supply SN 9506184

AB1WQ

Jim Wilbur

1

Cushcraft R7 antenna

KD1LE

Stan Pozerski

1

Projection screen

KD1LE

Stan Pozerski
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NVARC Field Day Signs

KD1LE

Stan Pozerski

4

NVARC Comms Signs

May 1995 QST - Copyright © 2018 American Radio Relay League, Inc. - All Rights Reserved

May 1995 QST - Copyright © 2018 American Radio Relay League, Inc. - All Rights Reserved

May 1995 QST - Copyright © 2018 American Radio Relay League, Inc. - All Rights Reserved

Calendar
June
23,24
July
15
August
19
19

Field Day
Flea at MIT
NoBARC Hamfest, Adams MA
Flea at MIT
PO Box # 900
Pepperell Mass 01463-0900

Upcoming Operating Activities
2018
International Grid Chase (all year!)
Science Milestones event (all year!)
June
23,24
July
14-15
August
4-5
18-19
19

http://www.n1nc.org/
President: Stan Pozerski, KD1LE
Vice President: Jim Hein, N8VIM
Secretary: John Griswold, KK1X
Treasurer: Ralph Swick, KD1SM
Board Members:
Jim Wilber, AB1WQ, 2016-2019
Ed Snapp, N1YFK, 2017-2020
Bruce Blain, K1BG, 2018-2021

Field Day
IARU HF World Championship
222 MHz and Up Distance Contest
10 GHz & Up – Round 1
Rookie Roundup – RTTY

Are
you
a
“contest
nut?”
See
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar (Contest
Corral) for month-by-month listings of both
ARRL and non-ARRL contests.

Advertisers
FOR SALE
This space available for members’ use.
THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL
Buy one rig for the price of two and get a
spare for free.

4

Property Master: John Griswold, KK1X
Librarian: Peter Nordberg, N1ZRG
Emergency Coordinator: [open]
N1NC Trustee: Bruce Blain, K1BG
Join NVARC! Annual membership dues are $15;
$20 for a family.
Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of the
month at 7:30 p.m. in the Pepperell Community
Center.
Contact us on the N1MNX repeater.
442.900 (+), 100Hz
147.345 (+), 100 Hz
53.890 (–), 100Hz
This newsletter is published monthly. Submissions, corrections and inquiries should be directed to the newsletter editor. Articles and
graphics in most PC-compatible formats are OK.
Editor: Skip Youngberg, K1NKR
Copyright 2018 NVARC
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